
 

 

 

 

Technical SEO for Coursology.io 
 

 

Current Website Performance 

The website sitemap contains 156 nested sitemaps with 5000 URLs in each.  

It makes approximately 156 * 5000 = 780 000 URLs  

 

The Screaming Frog SEO Spider has spent more than 10 hours crawling the website. The final score was 

about 95 000 pages after crawling 32% of the pages that makes approximately 185 000 pages totally. 

This estimation is not precise, we can just expect the number of pages to be not less than 185K pages. 

 

 



Google has as little as 42K pages in the index. 

 

 

Google Search Console has 44K indexed pages that correlates with the search results.  

 

 

Conclusions: 

− The website coursology.io has certain issues with indexing 

− Total number of pages on the website is about 780K, the indexed part is 42K that makes about 

5.3% 

− Almost all pages that Google has crawled are indexed well.  

− The main efforts on the current stage should be aimed to make Google crawl the rest of pages. 

The ratio of indexing the crawled pages according to the GSC is about 99.98% 

 

  



The Current Website Performance 

 

The main mirror of the website is https non-www. 

Redirect rules from the http- and www-alternatives to the main mirror are set up correctly. 

 

The robots.txt file is set up correctly and is available on the default address, /robots.txt. 

It has a Sitemap directive with the link following to the valid sitemap address. 

 

 

Default sitemap address https://coursology.io/sitemap.xml doesn’t work.  

The best SEO practice is to redirect the default sitemap address to the custom 

address, the /sitemap.xml to the /sitemap_index.xml 

 

Google Search Console has indexed the main sitemap.xml file but it doesn’t display any discovered pages 

in it.  

 

All nested sitemap files are unavailable 

https://coursology.io/sitemap.xml


 

 

The scraped file by Screaming Frog with the internal links has a length of about 1.3M rows (it contains 

only about 32% of the total internal links).  Its size is about 400M, I won’t share it.  

Its analysis has shown that internal links on the website pages have the following nature: 

− Links like https://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/js/adsbygoogle.js?client=ca-pub-

9876122130467806 that are related to the Google Ads service (5 links on every page) 

− Links like /_next/static/media, /_next/static/chunks, /_next/static/css (totally 11 on every page). 

I am not 100% sure in their role on the website but they are surely not used for the internal 

linking 

− And links from the sitemap files following to the current html pages.  

 

This must be the main reason of the poor website indexing. Internal pages don’t 

have internal links following from the homepage to them and following across 

them.  

 

Thus, the Google crawlers don’t have a chance to reach every internal page except with use of the 

sitemap links. As long as we now have issues with indexing the sitemap files, the entire website indexing 

is at risk.  

The other reasons that support this assumption are the following: 

− The Screaming Frog couldn’t crawl the website until reading the sitemap files was allowed.  

− The orphaned pages report (pages without internal links followed to them) has the same length 

as the list of crawled pages and includes the sitemap pages.  

  

https://coursology.io/_next/static/media/b89f66ecdb077e7f-s.p.woff2
https://coursology.io/_next/static/media/b89f66ecdb077e7f-s.p.woff2
https://coursology.io/_next/static/media/b89f66ecdb077e7f-s.p.woff2


How to solve problems with indexing 

 

Step 1. To create a html sitemap 

1. Create a simple html page containing a list of titles of internal /search/ pages with links following 

to them. As soon as this list will have a huge length, it can be fractured into parts using 

pagination. The length of every page is up to developer.  

2. Set up a link from the homepage following to this html sitemap, footer looks like a good place for 

this link. 

After implementing this simple step Google will shortly index this html sitemap and all links on it.  

 

Step 2. Update the current xml sitemaps 

1. The number of URLs in any sitemap could be increased up to 50 000 rows (this is a limit for the 

number of URLs in each sitemap). Though Google does not have any limits on the nested 

sitemap files, number of sitemaps will get 10 times less that may make their indexing easier for 

Google. 

2. Set up the link from the /sitemap.xml to the sitemap_index.xml 

3. Add these sitemaps to the Google Search Console (I am short of credentials) 

 

Step 3. Update the internal /search/ pages 

Every internal /search/ page may contain links to the other /search/ pages at the bottom of the 

page just above the footer. This will surely help website indexing, even 5 – 10 random links will 

make crawlers index the website every time they visit the website.  

It shouldn’t break the page template because there is a module for user comments on every 

page, that will take significant place on the page then users start to write comments. So 

extending the length of this page with some additional rows with relevant/random questions 

shouldn’t be crucial. 

 

  



Some other ideas: 

 

− The “View answer” buttons can be removed; links can be applied directly to the question texts. 

It would be good from the SEO point of view (relevant link anchors) and from the usability point 

of view (the length of the search results page will be less). 

− A “Quick learn” text could be also displayed on the answer page. This text will be also indexed 

and will increase the page word count and relevancy. 

  



The latest Result 

 

 

 


